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GCSE English Language 

Content Assessment Weightings 

Writing for 
Purpose and 
Audience and 
Reading to 
Access Non-
Fiction and Media 
Texts 

Unit 1: 
 
 
 

In this unit, students will engage 
with their writing and reading 
skills. In Section A, students will 
complete one task that requires 
them to: write accurately and 
effectively; use an appropriate 
writing form; express ideas and/or 
information precisely and 
accurately; select vocabulary to 
persuade and/or inform the reader; 
and, use accurate spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
In Section B, students will 
complete four tasks, two on each 
of the two texts, which will require 
them to: read and understand 
texts; recognise the effects of 
language choices; develop 
interpretations of writers’ ideas; 
and, explain and evaluate how 
writers use linguistic, grammatical 
and structural features to influence 
the reader. 

External Written 
Examination 
 
Untiered 
 
1 hour, 45 minutes 
 
 

30% 

Speaking and 
Listening 

Unit 2: In this unit, students will complete 
a range of tasks: Individual 
Presentation and Interaction; 
Group Discussion; and, Role Play. 
Students should be able to: 
communicate clearly and 
effectively; 
present information and ideas; use 
standard English as appropriate; 
structure and sustain talk; choose 
and adapt language appropriate to 
an audience; respond appropriately 
to questions and views of others; 
interact with others; make a range 
of effective contributions; 
express ideas clearly, accurately 
and appropriately; listen and 
respond to others’ ideas and 
perspectives; 
challenge what they hear, where 
appropriate, and shape meaning 
through asking questions and 

Internal 
Controlled 
Assessment  
 
Untiered 
 
 
 

20% 
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making comments and 
suggestions; 
use a variety of techniques, as 
appropriate; create and sustain 
different roles from a range of real-
life contexts; and, experiment with 
language to engage the audience. 

Studying Spoken 
and Written 
Language 

Unit 3: In this unit, students will study the 
use of spoken and, likewise, 
written language, in comparative 
texts, in order to explore the 
theme(s) as set by CCEA.  
In The Study of Spoken Language, 
students will complete one written 
extended task that enables them 
to investigate the characteristics 
of, and influences on, two 
examples of spoken language.  
In The Study of Written Language, 
students will complete one written 
extended task that enables them 
to demonstrate knowledge of 
characters, themes, or genre in a 
literary text, or texts. 

Internal 
Controlled 
Assessment 
 
Untiered 
 
 
1 hour for each 
 

20% 

Personal, or 
Creative Writing 
and Reading 
Literary and Non-
Fiction Texts 

Unit 4: In this unit, students will engage 
with their writing and reading 
skills. In Section A, students will 
complete one task that requires 
them to: write clearly and fluently 
(as well as imaginatively, if 
appropriate); 
organise ideas to support 
coherence; 
use an appropriate writing form; 
select vocabulary appropriate to 
the task to engage the 
reader; use a range of sentence 
structures for effect; and, use 
accurate spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
In Section B, students will 
complete three tasks, one of which 
is a comparative task of two 
literary texts; they will be required 
to: read and understand texts; 
understand how meaning is 
constructed; recognise the effect 
of language choices and patterns; 
select material appropriate to 
purpose; evaluate how texts may 
be interpreted differently 
depending on the reader’s 
perspective; and, explain and 
evaluate how writers use linguistic 
and 
presentational features to sustain 
the reader’s interest. 

External Written 
Examination 
 
Untiered 
 
1 hour, 45 minutes 
 

30% 

 

 


