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  Principal: Mrs R. Woods, BEd, Dip, QUB, PQH (NI). 

 

25th January, 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

I hope you and your family are safe and well during this period of lockdown.  We are beginning our third full 

week of remote learning and teaching and at this stage all pupils should be fully engaged in their learning and 

making progress. 

 

I am only too mindful that this an incredibly challenging time for pupils, parents/guardians and staff.  Home 

schooling is not easy and will never replace the face to face delivery of the curriculum in the classroom setting.  I 

want to congratulate many of our pupils who have risen to the challenge superbly and who have embraced the 

opportunity to showcase their talents and work online.  The teachers have worked extremely hard to successfully 

provide a high quality learning experience and have utilised a variety of platforms such as google classroom and 

google meet, Microsoft Teams, Loom, Mote and Collaborate Ultra to deliver lessons and engage our pupils.    

 

Live lessons continue to be delivered by a number of our teachers and constant monitoring and evaluation would 

indicate that there is a high level of pupil participation across all year groups, timetables are being followed and 

work is being uploaded as and when required.  Can I ask that you please be mindful that many of our teachers are 

parents as well and that they too face the same challenges as you.  Managing a full time job and supporting 

young children with their home schooling at the same time is not easy and the marking of work and providing 

feedback to each and every student remotely and online is laborious and extremely time consuming. It is also 

essential that pupils adhere to online etiquette when participating in live lessons.  You will appreciate that 

the delivery of live lessons is daunting for staff with regards to safeguarding and managing online participation 

and behaviour.  Incidents of poor behaviour during these lessons will result in live lessons being suspended and 

individuals being blocked from engaging in these lessons in the future.  It is essential that you read through the 

attached online Code of Conduct with your child so that they are fully aware of online behaviour expectations. 

 

Schools have been advised by the Department of Education that we are to continue to monitor pupil attendance 

through engagement of online learning.  If your child is not participating in online classes and is not providing 

evidence of work for teachers to evidence progress, it is important that you let us know why this is so by 

contacting the school office or notifying your child’s form teacher as soon as you can.  If a valid reason is not 

provided for lack of engagement, your child will be marked as absent and we will implement our Attendance 

Policy.   Lack of engagement will hinder the progress that your child will make and the concern is that they will 

fall behind academically. It is important that every parent/ guardian supports their child with their online 

learning and ensures they are making sufficient progress so that when they transition back to school, they 

will do so relatively easily and ready to continue on their learning journey.  

 

The emotional health and wellbeing of our pupils and staff during this isolating period of lockdown has to be a 

priority.   Interacting across a computer screen from 9 am in the morning until at least 3.15 pm or even later into 

the evening can be physically demanding and mentally draining for both pupils and staff. I am encouraging all 

parents/guardians to ensure that pupils get a break from screen time and engage in some physical activity that 

will promote positive mental health.  The PE department have launched a ‘Step Challenge’ to get our entire 

school community on their feet and out walking with the aim of activating those important endorphins and 

generating a sense of healthy competition.  Please encourage your son/daughter to participate in this challenge so 
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that they not only look after their own mental health but also contribute to the overall ‘Steps’ their form class has 

achieved.  Please keep an eye on the school social media account where updates on how individuals and form 

classes are progressing will be posted.  There are prizes to be won! 

 

We have been working very hard on the development of our new school website and virtual tour.  We will be 

launching it tomorrow, Tuesday 26th January.  Please take time to browse through the website and explore the 

virtual tour - you might recognise some familiar faces!  The website will also contain some useful documents and 

resources that might be of help to you during this pandemic. 

 
Finally, if you are struggling with home schooling or if you are concerned about your child, please contact the 

school by email or phone as soon as you can.  Someone will get back to you quickly and will endeavour to 

support you through this very difficult time.   I hope that you and your family continue to remain safe and 

healthy and I look forward to the day when we can open our doors to our pupils again. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs Roisin Woods 
PRINCIPAL 
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  Principal: Mrs R. Woods, Bed, Dip, QUB, PQH (NI). 

 
 

 

ONLINE CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

St. Patrick's College are providing home learning via our approved online platforms, Google classroom, 
Collaborate Ultra and Microsoft Teams.  Some teachers are delivering live online lessons.  When students are 
attending live lessons and communicating on google classroom, online etiquette must be adhered to at all 
times.  Inappropriate or unacceptable behaviour will not be tolerated.  If there are incidents of unsavoury 
behaviour on our online platforms we will unfortunately have to terminate live lessons and students may be 
removed from google classroom.   

 

Students will be registered to online platforms via their own c2k email address.  If an unknown email address is 
activated on google classroom or on any of our other online platforms they will be removed from the lessons.  
 
When students log onto a live lesson they must enter their full name otherwise they will be removed the 
lesson. 
 
Online live lessons  - Expectations and Guidance for Students:  
 
1.  We ask that parents/carers should be nearby when the lesson takes place 
2.  Students must have their video camera turned off 
3.  No part of the online lesson is to be shared by phone or via any online platform 
4. Inappropriate or unacceptable behaviour will not be tolerated 
5. Students will be removed from the lesson if online etiquette is not adhered to 
6. Failure to implement all criteria could lead to the termination of the lesson 
7.Some teachers will record their lessons 
 
Parents and carers should feel confident to share any concerns they may have about conduct during the 
online lesson with the school's Senior Leadership Team 
 

 
 
 

 


